United States Code
Title 4

Laws Pertaining to the Flag of the United States

TITLE 4 > CHAPTER 1> Sec. 1.

Sec, 1. - Flag; stripes and stars on

The flag of the United States shall be thirteen horizontal stripes, alternate red and white;
and the union of the flag shall be forty-eight stars, white in a blue field

. TITLE 4> CHAPTER 1 > Sec. 2.

Sec, 2. - Same; additional stats
On the admission of a new State into the Union one star shall be added to the union of the
flag; and such addition shall take effect on the fourth day of July then next succeeding
such admission

TITLE 4 > CHAPTER 1 > Sec. 3.

Sec. 3. - Use of flag for advertising purposes; mutilation of flag

Any person who, within the District of Columbia, in any manner, for exhibition or
display, shall place or cause to be placed any word, fipure, mark, picture, design,
drawing, or any advertisement of any nature upon any flag, standard, colors, or ensign of
the United States of America; or shall expose or cause to be exposed to public view any
such flag, standard, colors, or ensign upon which shall have been printed, painted, or
otherwise placed, or to which shall be attached, appended, affixed, or annexed any word,
figure, mark, picture, design, or drawing, or any advertisement of any nature; or who,

- within the District of Columbia, shall manufacture, sell, expose for sale, or to public
view, or give away or have in possession for sale, or to be given away or for use for any
purpose, any article or substance being an article of merchandise, or a receptacle for
merchandise or article or thing for carrying or transporting merchandise, upon which
shall have been printed, painted, attached, or otherwise placed a representation of any
such flag, standard, colors, or ensign, to advertise, call atfention to, decorate; mark, or
distinguish the article or substance on which so placed shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor and shall be pumshed by a fine not exceeding $100 or by imprisonment for
not more than thirty days, or both, in the discretion of the court. The words “flag,
standard, colors, or ensign®, as used herein, shall include any flag, standard, colors,
ensign, or any picture or representation of either, or of any part or parts of either, made of



¢)

f)
g)

February; Easter Sunday (variable); Mother’s Day, second Sunday in May; Armed
Forces Day, third Saturday in May; Memorial Day (half-staff until noon), the last
Monday in May; Flag Day, June 14; Independence Day, July 4; Labor Day, first
Monday in September; Constitution Day, September 17; Columbus Day, second
Monday in October; Navy Day, October 27; Veterans Day, November 11;
Thanksgiving Day, fourth Thursday in November; Christmas Day, December 25; and
such other days as may be proclaimed by the President of the United States; the
birthdays of States (date of admission); and on State hohdays

The flag should be displayed daily on or near the main administration bulldmg of
every public institution.

The flag should be displayed in or near every polling place on election days.

The flag should be displayed during school days in or near every schoolhouse

TITLE 4 > CHAPTER 1 > Sec. 7.

Sec. 7. - Position and manner of display

The flag, when carried in a procession with another flag or flags, should be either on the
marching right; that is, the flag’s own nght, or, if there is a line of other flags, in front of
the center of that line.

a)
b)

©)

4

The flag should not be displayed on a float in a parade except fiom a staff, oras
provided in subsection (i) of this section.

The flag should not be draped over the hood, top, sides, or back of a vehicle or of a
railroad frain or a boat, When the flag is displayed on a motorcar, the staff shall be
fixed firmly to the chassis or clamped to the right fender.

No other flag or pennant should be placed above or, if on the same level, to the right
of the flag of the United States of America, except during church services conducted
by naval chaplains at sea, when the church pennant may be flown above the flag
during church services for the personnel of the Navy. No person shall display the flag
of the United Nations or any other national or international flag equal, above, orina
position of superior prominence or honor to, or in place of, the flag of the United -
States at any placé within the United States or any Territory or possession thereof:
Provided, That nothing in this section shall make unlawful the confinuance of the
practice heretofore followed of displaying the flag of the United Nations in a position
of supenor prominence or honor, and other national flags in positions of equal
prominence or honor, with that of the flag of the United States at the headquarters of
the United Nations.

The flag of the United States of America, when it is displayed with another flag
against a wall from crossed staffs, should be on the right, the flag’s own right, and its
staff should be in front of the staff of the other flag.

The flag of the United States of America should be at the center and at the highest
point of the group when a number of flags of States or Iocahtles or pennants of
societies are grouped and displayed from staffs:

When flags of States, cities, or localities, or pennants of societies are flown on the
same halyard with the flag of the United States, the latter should always be at the



day of death and the following day for a Member of Congress. The flag shall be
flown af half-staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day, unless that day is also Armed
Forces Day. As used in this subsection -
1) the term “half-staff’” means the position of the flag when it is one-half the
distance between the top and bottom of the staff;
2) the ferm “executive or military department” means any agency listed under
sections 101 and 102 of title 5, United States Code; and
3) the term “Member of Congress” means a Senator, a Representative, a
Delegate, or the Resident Commissioner from Puerto Rico.
When the flag is used to cover a casket, it should be so placed that the union is at the
head and over the left shoulder. The flag should not be lowered into the grave or
allowed to touch the ground.
When the flag is suspended across a corridor or lobby ina buddmg with only one
main enfrance, it should be suspended vertically with the union of the flag to the
observer’s left upon entering. 1f the building has more than one main entrance, the
flag should be suspended vertically near the center of the corridor or lobby with the
union to the north, whén entrances are to the east and west or to the east when
entrances are to the north and south. If there are entrances in more than two'
directions, the union should be to the east '

TITLE4>CHAPTER1>Sec.8

Sec. 8. - Respect for flag

No d'isrespect should be shown to the fiag of the United States of America; the flag
should not be dipped to any person or thing. Regimenfal colors, State flags, and
organization or institutional flags are to be dipped as a mark of honor.

.
b)

)
d)

g)

h)

The flag should never be displayed with the union down, except as a signal of dire
distress in instances of extreme danger to life or property. ‘

The flag should never touch anything beneath it, such as the ground, the floor, water,
or merchandise.

The flag should never be carried flat or horizontally, but always aloft and free.

The flag should never be used as wearing apparel, bedding, or drapery. It should
never be festooned, drawn back, nor up, in folds, but always allowed to fall free.
Bunting of blue, white, and red, atways arranged with the blue above, the white in the
middle, and the red below, should be used for covering a speaker’s desk, draping the
front of the platform, and for decoration in general.

The flag should never be fastened, displayed, used, or stored in such a manner asto
permit it to be easily torn, soiled, or damaged in any way.

The flag should never be uséd as a covering for 4 ceiling.

The ﬂag should never have placed upon it, nor on any part of it, nor atfached to it any
mark, insignia, letter, word; figure, design, picture, or drawing of any nature.

The flag should never be used as a receptacle for receiving, holding, carrying, or
delivering anything,



